
 
 

Chelsea School District Curriculum 2013 

Elementary Student Benchmarks 
 

Department: Art 
Grade: First 

 
Unit: Van Gogh Sunflowers 

Medium: tempera paint 

STUDENTS WILL... 
Standard 
ART.VA 

OBJECTIVES 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
RESOURCES 

II.1.3 explore and discuss how artists conduct ideas in artworks. Sunflowers 
by Vincent VanGogh 

!!!.1.1 explore and discuss reasons behind personal artwork. Camille and the 
Sunflowers 

by Laurence Anholt 

IV.1.2 
 

III.1.5 

describe how the subject matter of artwork may be connected 
to the environment in which it was created. 
discuss why people use art as a creative outlet. 

Self Portrait 
by Vincent VanGogh 

 
Unit: Hamsa Hands 

Medium: tag board, felt marker 

 
STUDENTS WILL... 
Standard 
ART.VA 

OBJECTIVES 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
RESOURCES 

I.1.3 recognize and illustrate the elements of art to communicate 
personal experiences. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Hamsa 

!!!.1.2 identify the purpose of community art.  

V.1.1 recognize art forms for functional and recreational purposes.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit: Josef Albers/Wasilly Kandinsky 
Medium: tempera paint 

 

STUDENTS WILL... 
Standard 
ART.VA 

OBJECTIVES 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
RESOURCES 

!.1.4 
 

II.1.2 

use revision strategies to enhance personal artwork. 
 
explore the use of knowledge of the elements of art. 

An Eye for Color, the 
story of Josef Albers  

by Natasha Wing  

!!.1.5 understand how artists/illustrators use images to tell stories. Farbstudie Quadrate  
by Kandinsky 

V.1.4 discover connections between the visual arts and other 
curriculum through student work. 

http://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=8jO4PljlOD

A 
 

http://www.youtube.co

m/watch?v=QkvTxIh6s

RU 
 

 

Unit: Princes and Princesses 
Medium: tempera cakes 

STUDENTS WILL... 
Standard 
ART.VA 

OBJECTIVES 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
RESOURCES 

!.1.1 identify and experiment with materials to communicate ideas 
related to the student’s world. 

Ranuccio Farnese 
by Titian 

II.1.4 
 

     IV.1.1 

plan and create artwork using subject matter selected from 
personal experiences. 
Identify symbols, trademarks, icons, emblems, and other 
visual motifs in student’s culture. 

Rainbow  
by Isaac Oliver 

 
King Bidgood’s in the 

Bathtub 
by Audrey Wood 

 

Unit: Cave Painting in Lascaux 
Medium: “rock” paper, oil pastel 

 
STUDENTS WILL... 
Standard 
ART.VA 

OBJECTIVES 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
RESOURCES 

I.1.1 identify and experiment with materials to communicate ideas 
related to the student’s world. 

The Secret Cave: 
Discovering Lascaux 

by Emily Arnold 
McCully 

II.1.3 explore and discuss how artists construct ideas in artworks. The Cave of Lascaux 
le image d’arte 

(posters) 

III.1.3 demonstrate respect for the value of other opinions in 
discussion. 
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                                         Unit: Dinosaurs 
Medium: Clay 

 
STUDENTS WILL... 
Standard 
ART.VA 

OBJECTIVES 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
RESOURCE 

 

I.1.4 
 
 

III.1.2 
 
 
 

V.1.2 

use revision strategies to enhance personal artwork. 
 
 
identify the purpose of community art. 
 
 
 
identify artists in the community. 

Dinosaur Sand 
Sculptures, Australia 

 
http://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=ige2YBBJe

h4 
 

Chelsea Sculpture 
Walk 

 
 

Unit: Audubon Birds 
Medium: watercolor, color pencil 

 
STUDENTS WILL... 
Standard 
ART.VA 

OBJECTIVES 
 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
RESOURCE 

  

I.1.2 demonstrate the responsible use of project materials with 
environmental awareness. 

John James Audubon 

II.1.4 plan and create artwork using subject matter selected from 
personal experiences. 

The Cat and Bird: A 
Children’s Book 

Inspired by Paul Klee 
by Geraldine Eischner 

V.1.4 discover connections between the visual arts and other 
curriculum through student artwork. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit: Gyotaku, Ukiyo-e Printmaking 
Medium: rice paper, India ink 

 
STUDENTS WILL… 
Standard 
ART.VA 

OBJECTIVES 
 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
RESOURCES 

I.1.2 demonstrate the responsible use of project materials with 
environmental awareness. 

Images by 
Hokusai:  

Master of Ukiyo-e 

II.1.1 explore and experiment with materials and processes while 
creating artwork based on personal routines, activities, or 
environments. 

Kogi’s Mysterious 
Journey 

by Elizabeth Partridge 

III.1.3 
 

IV.1.3 

demonstrate respect for the value of other opinions in 
discussion. 
give examples that illustrate how artwork of different groups is 
influenced by the environment in which it was created. 

http://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=FmFGtsG_

EgA 

 
 

 
Unit: Penguins 

Medium: tempera paint 

 
STUDENTS WILL… 
Standard 
ART.VA 

OBJECTIVES 
 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
RESOURCE 

  

II.1.1 explore and experiment with materials and processes while 
creating artwork based on personal routines, activities, or 
environments. 

The Penguin Book: 
Birds in Suits 

by Dr. Mark Norman 
 

V.1.3 identify similarities between the visual arts and other arts 
disciplines. 

Penguin Dance: 
http://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=CvKC6N3p
4Bg 

V.1.4 discover connections between the visual arts and other 
curriculum through student artwork. 

Penguin Habitat: 
http://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=9dfWzp7rY

R4 

 

Unit: Guatemalan Mola 
Medium: colored construction paper 

STUDENTS WILL… 
Standard 
ART.VA 

OBJECTIVES 
 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
RESOURCE 
 LOCATION 

I.1.4 use revision strategies to enhance personal artwork. http://www.slideshare.ne
t/anifi/the-history-of-the-

mola-presentation 

II.1.5 understand how artists/illustrators use images to tell stories.  

III.1.4 describe the artwork of classmates using art terminology.  

 



                             
 

Unit: Woven Hearts/Jackson Pollack 
Medium: tempera paint, construction paper 

STUDENTS WILL… 
Standard 
ART.VA 

OBJECTIVES 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
RESOURCE 
 LOCATION 

II.1.3 
III.1.1 
III.1.5 
IV.1.1 

explore and discuss how artists construct ideas in artworks. 
explore and discuss reasons behind personal artwork. 
discuss why people use art as a creative outlet. 
identify symbols, trademarks, icons, emblems, and other 
visual motifs in student’s culture. 

Monday Morning 
Motivation 

by Jackson Pollack 
 

The Cloud Spinner 
by Michael Catchpool 

 
The Weaver 

by Thacher Hurd 

 
Unit: Technology 

Medium:  
STUDENTS WILL… 
Standard 
ART.VA 

OBJECTIVES 
 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
RESOURCE 
 LOCATION 

II.1.6 explore the computer as another tool for creating art. http://www.getty.edu/ge
ttygames/detectives/ 

 

Board Approved 4/15/2013 
 

 

*Standards linked to “National Art Standards”:  
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Complete_VPAA_Expectations_June_2011_356110_7.
pdf 
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